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Abstrlct

'Ihis dnat$n inrestiEat.s further tlle aalioh aJ polriol ."1ture d,nans dixin.l
Be.staphi. tesiars nt th. stal. ol Arknyr:. In atldnion to i.lentiliihe aititudntut
.liJI.an.ts a"rans resi.n:..ut \tolk 1. s.o"q.tit1s etplahdriDhs oJth! stth,driati.ns
ttin ts it th. infu.hce oflohE stoh.lihs r.gionall.rcl tJlcttr li.e., "rotitical.uitarc")
., are nle paliti.al dillctentLs unr.ns Arkansns'\ letio4s a ptodtct af th. ndirilual
.hatucteristi.! 4 pcopl. rlt. tintpl, sl1dt. tlle sa"te spa.e? \re .atnbitu canttrlual data
\ t h rellts of I state*irl. poll kr arur?f th.se questions. Thouqh the rclatians hipr urt
wak, our fn.lnry! rL&nnrtnd the jtutvid"al-1.tc1 mod.l of erpldrrt ion rutht than t
r.8iarul, or ".u11"n11" ont. tv. conclud. thdt palilical cuhure is ben unlLrst.ad ds th.
atsregati.n ol shaftd denasraphic .horu.teristics aJa reek"fs tusdcn^,\|hich drc. in
turn shap.d b! past sa.ial. ecahanic, an l politi..l larces.

INTRODUCI'ION

The norion ofpoliricrlly in,l cuhurallr distinct intraslate regions his long beei a

subjecr of lntertst in sub.ational polirical scicncc rcscarch. The Smte of Afka8ds has
been Ihe r.rget of sevcral such invcstigations. and thc concept yet pl.ys a veq, i' egral
nne ii its polnics.\ Spcciticilly, a sense thar dre.e art cenrin charrctcristics thit
diffdcntiatc Wcst lionr East- Nonh ilm Soudr- and lut pdnicularly - Ozark lrcm
D.lta is p.^rsive in rhe smret i..denric and populdrhetoric. lt is intcrcsting th nuch
ofihc.onve,sar on .bour rlr nare\ rcClondl vftiltbns cenrcrs upon ..?lTrdria as much
as .hatu.toi.utian. The lndll town chan's rnd thc conccnt,ared polenr srid ro
disrineuish Sourherstem Arkinsxs, h exdpl.. a.c widcl! cxpliined .s cnrnrnts ol its
corbn pi.nrarlon legd.y. and thu\ its conndtion to thc'Old Sounr" borh economically
and .ulrunlll. Popul{.hdacterizarions oi Nonhwcstcm A.kansas paiDr ..orrrsriig
pictLrrol.f.orrierlanrlwhi.hlongborderd-lndianTcdtory,.ndisdisringuish.{b!
irs iidiidurlisric ncntalit! rnd ras, tuggcd llavor. Tne lafter.rc. s booming industry
.rd hrught! isolation lion irs sistc. rcgions ire Iikewise alldburd b thosc nuch

Mo,e inrerestlng srill, nlm . polltn'rl s.ienc. pdspccrilc. is the tendercy of
 rk.nsans ro expldin the pohicdl difercnc.s that yct rcmain berween Delra md ozark
by €l!i'rg upor drese distinctivc historical lcgacics. There is perhaps n. bcuc.
illunrarioi of this phcnoncnon rhan $c widcly,epo,red diverge.r p!.tr prcf..cn.cs of
the two rcgnrns. Sincc thc Ncw Dcal. convcntional wisdonr waxes, Dern{rat\ havc hcld
thc dal in lh. courries border ing rhe MissisippiRlver and lts vcst*ard st..tching pl.ins
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out of snteful loyalty io. poveny-quelling eoveftnent progranN For their suppo'l,

Republicans - who plinred their.@ts in the state's anti slave.y foresred uplands during

the Civil war - have ben able to coun only the nodhem and weslem mounlainous

rcgions. Contemporary lotcr tumout rates are like*isc said to be reflective of the slatet
two distinctivc cuhural tnditions. Panicipation rates in Eastcm and Southem Arkansas

remain pre.ipnously low (.elalivc even lo other soulhem statet, panly in defe'ence lo a

still resonant plantation, nablesse oblige nentahy. Voting rates in lhe wcst and

Nodhwcsr comer, in conFasr a.e often competitivc with national avdages reflectin8
perhaps, the ruggcd individualism of bygone days.''

Tte scholaahip whi.h address these naltc.s hes iideed gcnctuted a Sood deal ol
evidence dat des.rib€s and delincates rhe st.le\ political divides, especially betweer the

Nonhwest and the Southeast.'' Thc .auses of the phcnonenon, howev$, remain

sonething of a puzzle. Are conrempomry differcnces in political prelerences belween

'Ozark and Deha" .hiefly a product of their distinctive hisrodcal legacics? Or, d€s
lhc real answer lie in factos much lcss sublime such as lhe difierences in the

dehoeraphic composition of lwo ateasl
Tlese are qucstions of cou6e witb shich political scicnce has erappled ,or some

ti6c, nost expressly among scholar *orking $ith the concept of Political cllture-
Deiincd by Elazar in 1966 es the particula. pa11cm of orientation ro Political action in

which each poliri.al systen is inbedded,'"'the notion tradilionallv has been more

heavily tied to historical rcsearch ftan mosr sdial scicntisls would prefer' Measuted and

tcsted in va.ious ways since Elazar's cntrepreneurial work, the concepl har be!
denonstrnred tohave sone utility in predictins the policy.hoiccs, instnurional chuacter.

and other poliri.elly relevant phenomena .mong thc Anerican slatcs i whal schola.s

have not iigured our. however, is the degree to *hich such dilierences gcnuinelv are rhe

producr ol disdnctive collectivc cultural legacies and not sinpjv a natter of rhe

prcferences and acrions ofihe lndividuals who happen toli!c in a.onnnon spacc

Althoueh resohing this conflict is far beyond dre .each of this Pape., *c do ann

ro shclt a litrle more lisht on the chamderisrics and.auses oi politi.rl regionalnm wilhin
Arkansas. We prdeed in this *ay: First, by using counrllcvcl Kri.l and econonic
dar., we aucnpt to charactoize disdrct regions within Ihe slate sccond, we test thc

signitic.ncc of these regions ior individu.l political prefercnccs in the fom or a

'consen.tisn indei-' cralred iiom recent suNey dala '' lhird, we attedpt to deternrine

wberher ii is thc distinctilene$ ol these €gions thal alfc.ts the Political attiludes of dreir

rcsidenrs, of whelhcr it is inslead tbc case thar such adtudes art moB proPcrlv linked to
rhedemographic chda.tedstics ofthc individrah *ho li!e lhe'e

RDGIONALISM IN ARKANSAS POI,ITICS: THE LITERATURE

As nored abovc, there have becn a number of s$dics in the Arka.sas Poliri.s liteniurc
that hale.onfimred rhe presence ol a Political dividc bctween Nonhwest and Sou$easl

Arkansds. Savage and GallaCher (19?7) for exlnrplc, relealed dnee rcgnrs: one on

either side of .. inaeindry diagonal line r!nning iion Texarkana lo Jonesboro

(coniimrins much of thc prevailing wisdon in the srate). The counties of Nonh* estem
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A.kansas geDefally denonst.ated higher citiTen paniciparion tures in elcction r.ces, .rd
popul.rions that *crc older and nrore highly educated rhan fou.d in other pans of rhe
srare. Cirizcns ofthis "Ozark" regtun also wcrc mo.c likcly th.n those ir orherr.gions to
suppon Republi.ars in state and nalional elections. The counlies ro thc East and South,
In contftst. containcd younee. and ies educared esidenrs *ho. as miehr be expecred.
*crc le$ likely ro regi\ter and to vote, thoueh when they did it was lo. Dem€urlc
c.ndid.tes- Rcsidenls oi these 'Deltd" counties also $c.c nore impove shed thd 1hcn
nonhwcstcm neighbors. A..ording to Savage and clllaeher, the final,-Urban. .eeioo
,evealed by then aialysis was morc diff,cuh b chari.terizc. Much smaller nr number
(orly fivc of lhc stare's 75 courries fell into this catceory). Arkansas's urban countics
rhowed some prcpensity roward lo*er bn$ rates, higher lelels oi educational
aft.inmenr, a greatcr p.oponion of people engrged in nanagerill proiesionrl
d.uPations. and the like.

Building fron thc prclininary descriptive ijndings of S.vage and Blin (1984).
Blair, Mangold, and Savae. (19813) also lound.onsiderablc cvidcnce lb. reeiomlislr in
Arkdnsls polirics. B.oadly speaking. rhe prinar) obscnation rhey prcvide n rhar shilc
thcre are g.ear similditics qilhin rhe Arkansas elecronre, dnirudinal vanadons lDong rhe

eeoenphic regions of th. stare arc iideed derdtable and. in sone ..ses, dre ol
.onsiderable magnitude. The €sldents of llE starc's Eastcm and Southem cou.ries y.rc
dis.oldcd to be s@i.lly .oiseNativc on qucstions of ..inrinnl punishncnt, gcnder
equily. school iniegrarion, and abonio.i thcy also were n.rkedly pesinisric about their
ccononric iuruEs. Arkansans of the Wesiem .nd Nonhem .ountics, in cont..st, wefe
Ior the nost pin - norc cheertul abour eonon'ic .onditnis, and.lso were morr
inclined, relativc to their Deha counreryxns, to tak. a libc.al positior on sdial issucs
such ds racial and sexull equ.lily.

Thc so.k of the Blaif, Mdngold, and Savagc t.anr is p.r1icultu1y inponanr to this
sludy not only because ot thc addirionil e!iden.e nrey dis.overed lif intrastalc variarions
in pubiic opirior, blt becausc rhcy rcached beyond rhe bounds ofrhc past lit.r.tu.e and
soughr to e.plat, the diiicrcnccs the! obseNed. Spe.ifi.dlly. aitcr ackno*tedeing rtre
t.cmendous diffi.llty of soding throl8h dre rcspective rolcs of hisrorjcil legn.y,
.o.rempofdry contcrtual condiiioDs, ind iridividuallcvcl dcmog..phic differtnccs
(especially given thc; acc.ss to aegeeare lelel ddra only), thc tno niraBed ro hold rwo
theoraicalh inrcrcsrins demo.enphic vdrirbk's conrtant in their an.llsis. These wdc: (l)
ench regnrn s lcvcl of educational audinnrent; and (2) its proporiion of lrdrivc (as
opposed to transplanted) Arkans.s residenrs- Fhm rhcsc etions. Blairand hercollcasucs
auived rt lhc tcntative.oncluslor (hrt regbnal opini.n di11e.en.es ln Arkansas a.c, ar
lenst in pan. a p.c\luct ofwh.l llrey .rll *coDpositional cli(ts. Thelr rcselrch sugecs$
thrt to thc degree ,re politi.al attitudcs collcctilely explessed bl one scction of a state
a.c distinct l.om rhose exprcsscd by another- ii is quile likely rhd ii addirion to being ar
oulcome of distn'ctivc culru.al leeacies. $rch resulrs rcllccr thc indivi.lurl lerel
chimcterisri.s ofpcoplc *ho happen to live in lhe sdre spacc.
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I.]XPLAINING RI.]GIONALISM IN ARKANSAS POLITICS

Asdin. $e Coah ol rhn .rli.le are ftrcclold: flrst, to disccfl the prescnce of djstinctivc

regions sithir rhe stalc of ArkaNNi second. to test dre significarce ol these rcgiors on

indilidtral polili.rl prcitrences: and thnd. ro son thrcugb the .auscs of drose va.iations

To deiemine fiNt wh.thcr distinctj!e intraslat. re8ions would enrerge ltutt dala

collected in the 1990s rs thet did in rhc 1970s and ijos, counry level $ti!lnnd economic

va,ilblcs uere colleacd on cdch oldre starc's ?5.ounlies whcn Pdncipal Cotrponents

Analysis was cdployed on thcsc .lar. rhree facds emerged {scc Table i), letors
strikingly sjmilar b rhose oi Salage aid Gallagher (1977) The iiNr comPonerr' te.ru.ed

io cohDn I of the l.ble- clcarly reflects ai Ozark_Delra division Counties .c.c'ving a

higher score oi this .oDporrenl .lcnonskated slo*cr econoDic g.owth th.n thc rcsl of
the statc. lroE proiounccd ecofonric inPovedshment, a siz.ble numbcr ol Aliican
American rcsiderrs. and stcadl populaljon dcclinc. Nea.ly all of the counrics, which

rcccir.d . score ab.ve rhe rnedian on rhis conrponcnt. $efe adjrceit n) rhe NlisissipPr
Rivcr. shared . bo.dcr with a.ounty adjaccnt to the Nti$issiPpi Riler. o. s.re ldaied in

the exrrenre southem pan oi thc \tarc'' (see Tablc 2) A Delt! tgion thet, rcdrins
clcarll ldenritiablc rn.ontedpo.a'l Arkansas.

Tablc I
Prir.ipal Conponents Analrsi$ of

Arkansas\ Resion
Componc.t

--iiiit, 
uiu"" 

* n*l
% B.low Povefiy 1996 r 0.90? : 'o llo u rur
$ Pe. Capita lJron,e Slpt.n 1990 0.1126 : _0 1:18 0.366

% Black l99o 0,1133 o 26i o ou9
./. Unemllorcd 1994 i 0.779 _0 10.779 -0 Lsr 1l|10
./A Change in Populalion 1997-E I-0.75, -0017 002'i
Medi lnconrc 19!6 I -0.700 | 0'198 02118

.,, w.rlt, . in sk lr..l Tri,l. ()..tr.xtron l9!L) -0.516 I -0$; t 
0 202tl. No.kforc. in Sk lled Trrd. O.cup.tion l9!0 i rg,s:O _OS:a ' o:O:

Tonl County Poprl.tion 1990 0 173 0.1t13 _0 152

t'. \\rorlifor.c ii Nl.nagcnrcnt O..uPation 1990 0 0'13 0.?56 0 3'12

.l Own Honcs 1990 0.141 -0.729 0.212

Per Capita Inconre l99l 0l8E 1.0J16 0.12,1

$ Pd Cipila Eaminss lron Agriculture 1990 '0 0r0 0 200 : 0.1167

t, wo.kftlte Ag.i.ulrure 1990 0 250 0 268 o.lJs,
-r ofwo,kforce jn Fam o..trparion rero 0.lll 9.::: 9.11 i
%F$mland lt92 0.180 0.25s 0.68E

Th. nexl componetl e!.alcd by o0r italysis leflects thc _u$.fness 
'1 rhe

.ounrv. As featued ii the secotd coludn of Tlblc l, lhese counties possess largcr
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populations, thcir rcsidenrs em higheFrhan'avenge incomes, and are more olie!
enrployed in nranrgerial o. p.ofesional @cuparions. At lhe srme time. urban counr'
residents arc les likely ro o*n theifovn honres. Thc thnd conponent suggesrs lhc lcvcl
ota county s dcpcndcnce upon agriculture i'r iN eonomy. As fealu.ed in T.ble l\ third
colunnr. the residents of these ruml countics rcceive more of their per capita in.one
lron agricultunl prcduction, arc mo.e likely to labor in the agdcultunl indusrry. dd
engage in farm relared rcuparions with g.eat frequcncy. Lilcwise, d ldger ponion of
thc land in thcsccoundes is used lor faming.

Table 2
Compone't Score by County

De!4 Urbc4 !cr4!
-0.445 1.086 1.974

0.131 0.010 0.735

-0.637 0.046 -0.958

2.041 1.552 0,2'12

0.4?t 0.531 0,014

0.683 0_280 i.,121

0.667 -r_081 ,i.831
0.960 0.0r5 0.6r8
2_272 tJ.2t9 1.2t2
0_499 t_O79 0.793

-0_743 -0_941 ,0.5la
-0.629 -t.262 -4.676

0.960 0.005 ,1.309

-0.205 -0.15r 0.276
-0.?83 1.667 0_439

0,'137 -0,463 -0.736
0.u99 t,204 0.236
0,120 0,272 t.46'l
Ll21 -0.6E9 l_855

|.372 0.354 1.406

0.605 0.250 0.4188

Ll19 1..{2t 0.654
- l..148 '0.777 0.819
0.138,1.2r8 0.258
0,236 1.109 -1.053

1,173 -0.655 - 1..l43

,0.E89 0.102 0.000

0.349 0.493 0.2?4

Clark

Drew
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Hol Spring
Howard

LitdeRiver

Mario!
Miller
Mississippi

Phillips

0.301 -0.565,l.165
-0.767 0.202 0.830

-0.637 0.045 0.288

0.058 -0.955 -0.214

0.891 0.357 0_660

t-207 1.232 -0.975
0.526 -0.456 0.433

1.554 0.958 -0.625

0.191 ,0.496 0.6r3
2.503 0.128 l_678

0.757 0.366 0.806

0.253 0.299 l..AI
-0.571 0.7r6 -0.301
,1521 0.776 0.114

-1.4,16 -0.690 2.358
,0.9t4 0.584 0.009

0.289 0.156 -0.893

t.027 t.Q73 4.4J1

r.718 0.45,{ t.453

0.763 -1.373 0_952

0.403 0.675 0.356

0.426,1.458 0.339

t.34,4 -0.11? 1,995

0.860 -r.725 0.364

2,797 0.814 0.386

0.694 -0.672 0.179

0_0s4 -0.108 1.543

-0.603 -0.556 0.060
-0.916 0,647 -0.529
-0.412 0.321 2.530

-0.34,4 4.753 -0,693

-0.r$ 0.784 -0.349

-1.532 0.592 0.865

0,l5l ,0.542 0.061

0524 -t.212 0.760

0.869 1.081 0.266

-0.398 0.126 -0.526

-0_383 1.308 -0.014

2.064 0.359 0.126

0.r28 -0.516 0.507
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0.266 0.639 l_543

o.,sa -0.900 -0.821

1.190 2,471 0.395
-0.666 0.2:10 0_301

l-307 0.361 r.5r2
-0.683 -0.534 0.533

H.ling estlblished that thcre are srill identifiable re-qioN nrto which Arkansas

counries may be r.ther easily sorted (and that thcy arc lcry sinilar to those ut.overed in
pasr rcsca.ch), our afiention 10 ou. sccond task idenlitying a

rel.tjonship between the aggregatc character of edch region and lhe polilical lttirudes of
the indilidudl respondena residing trithin them. To do so, we $eated a! lrdex . new

variable thrl .eflects thc rclative conserlalileress' of each respondent in our suNcy
sdple. The index itself is a sjnple ldditive scalc of scvcn dichotomous variables. The
dichotodous variablcs were genemted ironr lhe .esponses to idcological-tlpe pdl
questions on maGrs such s taxcs, abonion, nag bumirS, aM gun cont.ol Gec Figurc l).
ConseNative responses on each qucsdon were cdled -1." libeml or modente ,esponses

were cdled 0." ard the values were then sumdcd. Rcspondenrs wi$ . Conseflarive
Ituler score of 7-' thus we.e clearly identifilble as lcry conscNdtive whereas fiose *ho
received a 0" lo ften indcr s.ore wee nor at .ll conservatile. Tablc 3 displays a

frequency dist.ibution lbr 1hc Consctuatisn Index.

l'igure t
Consrvatism lDde!

L Property taxes in A.kansas de tobigh. (Agre=1r Dis.gree=o)
2. Property taxes in A.kansas should bd In.ttased (0), Keptthesane (0). Reduced

(l), or Abolished (1)?
:1. would you s.y you lirvo, st.icter gun control (0), or les strict gun cootrol ( I ):

(No Change=o)
,1. Do you iavor ldws that sould nrake il MORE DIFFICULT fttr i wonar to gel an

abonion ( l), favor laws th.r *ould make iI EASIER to gct an abonnrn (0) or
should No CHANGE be nrade roexisling abonion laws (0)?

5. And, doyou lavo. o. oppose plssing a Constitulion.l Amendment which bakcs it
illegal to bum rhe Adcrican fldg? (Yes=lt NeO)

6- Do you .pprole ( | ) or disapp.ovc (0) of taking rhe state sales 1ax otf of lbod
pur.hased at a 8r€e.y siore?

7- And. how do you feel about Iegalizing casino ganblins here in Arkesas? Th.r is,
do you falor (0) or oppce (l) legalizing casinogambling in our statc? Or hdven\

)ou fioughr nuch abour rhis nratrerl
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Table 3

Consrvatismlndex Frcquency Distribuliom

FreqDency Pcrcent CumulatiY.
Pe.ccDt

.9 ..)

3.5 4.4
9.5 14.0
t4.7 28.6
27.7 56.3
22.9 79.2
t6-9 96.1
3.9 100.0

100.0

0
I
2
3

5

7

'7

29
78

120

226
187
t38
32

8l?

To detemine *hethcr an individu.l's politicdl arrirudes (i.c., degree of
consenatisn) were relared to the characterisrics ol his or he. region of.esidcnce, the

consenatisnr vanable vas corelated vith lhe counly conponent scores! now

translomed into !h.cc, sepdrate variables: thc Deha conponcnl score. the Urban

componcnr score, ald the RlralcomPonent sco.e. AsTdble 4su8ges1s. there appeaG to

be litde rclationship between thc individuallevel conseNatism scores and the county

level chancleristics. Specifically. although the corelation c€ficienr is sratisticlllv
significalr lbr thc -Urbar" scores and indilidual ConscNarisn Index scorcs, the

relationship is very wcdk, a.coulling lbr lcss than one pe.ccnt of the variance. This

suggests thai a respondcnas region has lildc todo wirh his or hc. Political ideologv. tfa
person is froD a Della county, he or she nay indeed hold ditfercnt political views than

sodcone from rhe Oza.ks; these diffeEnces. howelef, .annot bc attributed !o their
respectivc geographic lealcs. Anorhef l@k at thc renaining relalionshiPs rested in

Table 4indicate rhar fte same conclusion holds 1ruc ior counries offtc Urban and Rual
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Table 4

Pearent Correlation Coefficients

R€gional Conponcnts Scores and Consc.valism Index

Dclta Factor trrbar Factor Rural l'actor

Si8. (2 tailed)

N

-0.442

0.228

0.09,1

0,007

817

0.0r

0.769

8l?

Il vould appeaf th.r ou. findings $ far contadicr a go.d de.l of prcv.ilirg
wisdom. a coudtve sensc' anong Arkiisas cnizens and among nrosr of tIc
conrnrunity of s.hola.s studying political culture in dre stale rlral cullurdl diiic.cnccs
conrdbure 

'nuch 
toward cxplaiiine rhe dileryenr poliricrlpeNpedives olEasr and west.

Even norc, thc findins is counte. intuirive in rlur ir defies *Irt we know (and can point
lo elrpiri.ally) about votc choice in Arkansas oler tbe pdst 50 years. Rcsidcnts of the
Dclta alwals halc loted noE iervenrly Demdraric rhan thc rcsl oi the strte- and
resrdcnts ol lhc Ozarks have long been a Republicd candidatc s bcst hope of suppor.r
(Blair, 19u8). Hoq..n ir be thdt our daia rcvcal liule diliirence between rhe ideolosical
p.einrences ofrhe rwo fegions'rcsidcnts? Hc.ci,r Iies ournosr puzzling questun still.

It sems rhlt thdc a.c two possible explanations. Fiur, whrr if thc rclationship
des nor lrdrerializ. bccausc A.kansans are ideologi.ally unifomr'l It was v. O. Key
who proposen. 'Arlansas cxhibits i case of polirical corsensus in cxaEgcratcd lbm'
(Key, 1949. p. 185). Wc bavc not, afier.ll, rested Nsponrlents parlv idcntitcatior
ae.inst the regionalisn conccpti Dcm@mi of Replblican, perhrps all Arkansans are
.orserlitive? Wc a.c conlldcnt that this is nor lhe cdse. lhough thcy arc not illustrated
here. dterc serc widc dillcrcnces on nrany of the policy qucstions includcd in ou. $!aey_
Gun cont.ol and abortion {er pani.ularly divisivc wirhin thc samplc. A quick rcrLrn lo
lhc rcsults of Table 3- jn fac(. iuustrates dris point. Though the distribudon of rhe
conseN.dsm index l.an\ a lidc to the.ieht, it is a rcspeclable.uNc with subshntial
vafian.e. In olhd wordsj Arkansans var iql slenilicdnrl)' in dcir rcsponscs to the
ideologicd indicators w. asked them.

That said, we hypothesized thar rhe answercould vcry wcll Iic in the denognphic
charactc.istics ol the individu.ls who rcside in rhc distindivcr.gio.s ofthe srare. To lesr
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this idea. we regre$ed regional component scores ibr cach counlv, along wilh irrdividual

leve, JemoscDhi. d.tu, onro rcponJenr' s(orF or ll-c on enar" rnde\ \nidblc

The re,:||.'for tre "rr ree on"i ta.u. rhe Dcfd l.rro at dr'PL)ed n table 5

Ahhoush the nodel itscllholds no grcat prcilicrive Power.nd fte relationships revcaled

are wcik. lr we lmk at thc spe.ific v,rJiables *ithin rhe cquation. some insigbt into ftc
d\na_i.. or 'ca;or.. poli,i.,l ..h:re t re'caleO 5pNil: rlr' rhe rdcF "nd 

edLc'rio

''','-0,"' """ rien;riion,. rhih rh' D"ri no Thn mcal rirr
e5oondpnF n.e dno cJu.,rion.r oPr.er Deo'. or' ne l lirrc' 'rrrrde han I
Fgion. stared m,1F broad,' ppople $\o -Jc ': i.1 rd i' ' d"'r'ri"r " dJ irrain

tik"e lelels of education will have sinilar political attirodes, a Lc1 whi'h obscu€s anv

Dotcnrial regional inuuence. Af.icdn'Americans and the belter edu'aled. tu example'

iend to hold= morc libeml idcoloeical orienrations, while lcss'educated whites tend to be

dore conscNative. The resulr; for the cquations in which the "urbdn" and -rufrl

resions we.e Fsted were likewisc disapPointine for prcponcnis ot oltme as d
;n;eendcnt lariablc in political sciencc researcb Gee Tablcs 6 and 7) At lcast within

.qrkinsas. then. knowing the rceion lion which a respondcnt hails is of very little

predjctive utility for poliiical artitudes when individu.l lcvel demosrlphic infomation is

included in the analysis.

Table5

Della Conponent Regresion Analysis of Political' Socioeononic,
and Denographic Va.iables

4.507
0_000

-0.034
0.001
o.422

-0.151
-0.01r

0.302
0.003
0.1l2
0.033
0.151
0,0.1-,1

0.061

0.003
0,0t I

0,001
0.109

-0.143
-0.00?

14.935
0.0E0
0.302
0.019
2.791

-3.442
-0-175

0.000
0.937
0.163
0,985
0.005
0.001
0.861

R'.1?5
R Squde=.o31
Adj. R squaE=.022
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Tablc 6
UrbaD Componcnt ReSre$ion Analysis of Political, Scioecononic,
.nd Demographic Yariables

Unslandardized Slandlrdized
..'-c,-o'.e-[Ii!!.r!! coeftisiltllt I sig.

B Std.Iirror Bets
(Consrant 4.570 0.303

0.000 0.003
0.01,1 0.r r I

0.002 0.0t3
0.192 0.149

Educalior -0.l.1l 0.0.14
U$d Facto. 0.054 0.034

rs.06E 0.000
-0.00t 0.035 0.972
0.015 -0.39_1 0.69,1
0.002 0,049 0_961

0.t02 2_633 0.009
-0.133 -3.1?7 0.002
-0.062 l.611 0.107

R-.185

Adj. R Squrre=-026

'tbble 7
Rural ComponeDt R€gression Analysis of Politi.al, Socioeconomic,
and Demogmphic Ylriablcs

Unslandardi,ed Shodardiz.d
cqerrcie4Lq.... 

-c..9s,1!!-c_!9$! ! .t-ic,.....R Std. Error B€ra
4,.lrJ2
0,000
0.o32
0.000
0_414
0.r52
0.065

R=.178
R SqurG,032

0.303
0.003
0.11I
0.033
0.1,19

0,069

t,1.808 0.000
0.003 0.066 0.947
-0_01I 0.286 0.775
-o.c\ll 0.014 0.969
0.r r5 2.986 0.003
0.143 3.454 0.0rJ 1

0.015 ,0_9la 0.344
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DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

The inlestigation ofrceionalism within Arkansas is a line of research virh a rich history.

It has tirmly establhhed that lhe long perceived irlmstate regions Paniculdly the

Ozark-Delta split - are very real, in thal they connote not onlv different hislorical

lcgacies, but also diver8ent coniempomry realides DesPile incre.sing in_ and oli
migration in rhe statc in the l98os and 1990s, our findi|8s supPon rhis distincrive

rcgionalidenlitie! thesis. Pastrcsed.h alsohas confimed that lhese regions demonsrate

s@c degree of nreaningful political differences. Bur de such difterences a produ.t of

Our polling dala, at leasl s .ompressed into the singlc consenatisn inde\"
leaturcd her; and tesbd as a simple corelare {ith the Delra. Urban, and Runl rcsiors

suggest thafcsionalpolilicaldiiferences in Arkrnsas mav bc a prcduct ofthc ecological

fallacy when infcdcd onto individual resideDts. That js, usins colttv levcl electlon

outconres as the dependenl ldriable in Egioral explorations obs.utes thc individuallclcl
preferences that can be revealcd by suNey datd To this end, one morc step in thc

irvestigation proved .evcaling. SNikhing io reeresion analvsis and using the indilidual
conservrtisn index as our dependent lariable. we scrc dble to probe rot lLrt thc

presence, but al$ ihe cause of the geographically based distitctiveness in ouf sanrple.

Although furtheranalysls qill be rcquiEd to bet$suPpon ftc findings prescnted heF, rr

appear; $at the sourcc of tlre ol idcoloSical distincdlenes of Artans.s's 
'eeions 

is ror
so_nucrr a narter oi Legional cirtumslance, as it is an issue of each rcgion\ ethnic and

cduc.tional conposltion.
This raises an irteresting quesrion, onc which has both a temporal and a 'lelel

of analysis" qualitl, and which has long been troublesone to scholars working *ilh the

pollical cuhute conccpl. If.ulture is deasufed in a tradnional, Eldzad.n hshnrn, mrch

;f ir is hnt,tricil in naturc: which pcople settled wh.re. and *hcnr wlai wcrc rhe

crp{tations -especially otclireJ ofeconolri.. s€ial, and pollicalinsrituijonsr aid in

wlirr ways *crc le.ders and cnizens consttuined in dren ptfefen.es and choi.es? Tncse

hisrorical devclopnenrs, somc fiod decadcs ard somc liom centurict dgo. nranilcst

thcmselves r.day Idgely !s dcnognphic facts The Dclta region oi Ark.nsas, 1br

example, is poo., un,lef-educated. and black 6 a dirt.i consequence of ihe plmlation

econonl that ope.atcd dere nom thc lE00s undl (inclu(lins thc shtut.'opprns slstenr)

rhe 19.Os. Regional culturt. then, nanifes$ itsell in demog'tphics, .nd demographics

I we havc demonst.atcd here helpcrPlain lhe attitudes and behavnt\ rat nrosl 
'ntertst

polirical scien.e. we arc.onpelied to conclude. thcn. that fo.s€ialscientists who seek

io srudy contemporarr anitudes and behalios, rtgionalculure is $ne\!hal suspcct ds 
'n

-t,,non,ou. "on."pr. "" 
indcpendent vi.iable {nh Prcdictive powcrs in irs owt right-

Instcad culturc bmpers and shapcs the cha.actcrisrics oflhc contemporary characleristics

olthc individu.l people whohappcn to share thc same sprcc
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