
2019 Arkansas Political Science Association 
Executive Board Agenda 

Call to Order – Attendance 

Formal Approval 2018 Executive Board Meeting Minutes 

Executive Board Officer Reports 
1. 2019 Program Chair’s Report – Karen Sebold 
2. 2020 Program Chair’s Introduction – Matthew Goss 
3. Secretary’s Report – Matthew Evans 
4. MPSR​ Editor’s Report – Joseph Howard 
5. Treasurer’s Report – Michael Rogers 
6. President’s Report – Chris Housenick 

  

 Chris Housenick, President  Karen Sebold, 2019 Program Chair 
 Carol Strong, Past President ​Ex Officio  Matthew Gross, 2020 Program Chair 
 Hans Hacker, Vice President  Lori Klein, At-Large Board Member 
 Michael Rogers, Treasurer   Williams Yamkam, At-Large Board Member 
 Matthew Evans, Secretary  John Davis, At-Large Board Member 
 Joseph Howard, ​MPSR ​Editor   



President’s Report 

1. Meeting Sites 
● One of the things I worked on as President (especially the last four months) was to juggle 

the schedule for future ArkPSA Meetings (for a variety of reasons).  
● Here is the current schedule as it stands now: 

● Executive Board Vote 
 

2. ArkPSA Contingency Fund Cash Holdings: 
● It has long been ARKPSA’s policy to keep enough money on hand to pay for a full and 

entire conference and one year of the ​MPSR 
o Example One:  Kevin Brennan, Ouachita Baptist (State closed due to snow and 

ice on a Monday and Tuesday, our conference Friday & Saturday lost 30% of 
attendees as a result 

o Example Two:  Last year’s rainfall and ASU – Jonesboro.  Had we been at 
Monticello, we would have had to consider cancelling the conference. 

● However, as a non-profit organization, we have to be careful about hoarding too much 
money. 

● As an organization, we should formalize this amount, rather than going by guesswork, 
instincts or assumptions. 

● As president, I officially recommend that our emergency cash holdings contain: 
o $250 to pay for our PayPal account for one year. 
o $800 for one year of publication of the ​MPSR 
o $7,200 for a full and total cancellation of our most expensive conference. 

● Executive Board Vote – Full Membership Vote 

  

Year Host Institution Program Chair 

2020 Henderson State University Matthew Gross 

2021 University of Arkansas – Little Rock Eric Weibelhaus – Braun 

2022 University of Arkansas – Fort Smith Williams Yamkam 

2023 University of Central Arkansas 
(50​th​ Anniversary Meeting) 

Mary Beth Sullivan 
 

2024 Open - Eastern Side of the State is strongly preferred 

2025 Arkansas Tech University  



3. Future Conference Fees: 
● This year, the executive board voted to reduce the conference fees from $95 to $85 while 

continuing to have separate ArkPSA association membership dues for $30. 
● ArkPSA has a long-standing problem of people paying their conference dues but not 

paying their membership fees. 
● The association is losing ​$400 to $500 per year​ in revenue from individuals not paying 

their membership dues. 
● As ArkPSA President, I recommend that, beginning with the 2020 conference: 

1. ArkPSA combines both the conference fees and the association membership dues into 
one lump sum payment. 

2. The conference fee will include a free ArkPSA membership for one year. 
● This free membership begins on the deadline to register for the conference 
● The free membership ends on the deadline to register for the following year’s 

conference. 
3. The conference fee for those registering on-time will be $120 for the 2020 and 2021 

Conference, and $125 for those who register after the posted deadline. 
4. ArkPSA Memberships (for $30) will still be available separately for those not 

attending the conference. 
5. After the 2021 meeting, the Executive Board will review this policy and make 

recommendations based on changes to the ArkPSA association’s finances and 
membership enrolment. 

● Executive Board Vote – Full Membership Vote 

4. Future Conference Fee Waiver Policy: 
● To promote attendance of this conference, ARKPSA has a policy that attendees can apply 

for a waiver of conference fees. 
● Most years, very few people apply for these waivers.  Therefore, there is zero controversy 

or real decision-making necessity surrounding this policy. 
● However, this year we had ​seven​ waiver requests.  
● Requests for Waivers fall into four categories: 

1. Undergraduate Students 
2. Graduate Students 
3. Faculty from Smaller Colleges 
4. Individuals Receiving the Arkansas Political Science Association Distinguished 

Scholar Award 
● The treasurer, along with the Program Chair, made an ad-hoc decision this year. 
● However, we need a more permanent process to determine how to distribute these 

waivers.  
● Our Executive Board Questions: 

1. What is the priority for giving out these waiver requests among these four categories? 
2. What should our policy be for multiple requests from the same institution? 

● Executive Board Vote – Full Membership Vote 



5. ArkPSA Professional Conduct Policy (Karen Sebold) 
● Many political science associations have grappled with what is acceptable professional 

conduct in recent years. 
● Some use these considerations in internal decisions; other adopted these statements. 
● One relevant organization who has adopted such a position is the Southern Political 

Science Association’s Professional Conduct Policy 
o https://spsa.net/resources/professional-conduct/ 
o I will bring copies of the Southern PSA Policy to both the Executive Council Meeting 

and the ArkPSA General Membership Meeting.  
● After initial, brief discussions, two broad approaches have emerged for this question: 

1. ArkPSA can affirm the Southern Political Science Association as ArkPSA 
Professional Conduct Policy. 

o As president, this is my recommended course of action. 
2. ArkPSA can draft our own Professional Conduct Policy. 

o If we want to write our own, we need volunteers, a committee, and probably 
legal consultation. 

● Executive Board Debate and Discussion – Full Membership Vote 

6. Civic Education (Matt Evans, Perhaps Mike Rogers) 
● Recently there was a study on civil education throughout the country. 
● Arkansas finished in the bottom five states in the country for civic education. 
● The state has recognized this problem in recent events – they mandated that all High 

School students must take a civics course and pass a civics exam in order to graduate. 
● In Arkansas higher education, students currently must complete any one of four courses 

to earn their degree in Arkansas: 
1. American National Government (POLS 2003) 
2. Survey of American History (HIST 1903) 
3. United States History to 1877 (HIST 2003) 
4. United States History after 1877 (HIST 2013) 

● Should ArkPSA as an organization lobby for or work towards a requirement that every 
Arkansas college student be required to take POLS 2003? 

● Are there other ways ArkPSA can promote greater civic education? 
● Executive Board Recommendation – Full Membership Vote 

  

https://spsa.net/resources/professional-conduct/


7. Civic Engagement (Matt Evans) 
● Besides things like Constitution Day, how can we as an organization promote civic 

engagement? 
● Are there other ways ArkPSA can promote greater civic engagement? 

8. Blogging on the ArkPSA / ​MPSR ​Website (Matt Evans) 
● Do we want to do this? 
● How often must there be blog posts for this to be effective? 

9. Educational Resource Links on the ArkPSA Website (Matt Evans) 
● Do we want to pursue this? 
● If so, what resources do we want to post or make available here. 


